
Challenges Facing Palestinian Students in Egypt	

First: School Students	
Following the outbreak of the war and the displacement of Palestinian students from Gaza 
to Egypt, school students experienced a complete interruption of education for a prolonged 
period. Even before leaving Gaza, many students were unable to receive regular schooling, 
which resulted in a significant educational gap and weak academic foundations.	

At present, school students face several challenges, including:	

- Reliance on online education, which is largely unsuitable for children at this age, as it leads 
to distraction and weak comprehension compared to face-to-face learning.	

- Difficulty enrolling in formal schools due to their status as foreign students, which limits 
their chances of admission to public schools.	

- Being forced to attend private schools with high tuition fees that most Palestinian families 
cannot afford.	

- The need for appropriate electronic devices, such as laptops or high-quality smartphones, 
to participate effectively in online education.	

- The continuous cost of internet subscriptions, especially since live online lessons consume 
large amounts of data.	

These challenges are further intensified by the difficult economic conditions faced by 
Palestinian families. Many salaries have been reduced or completely cut due to the war, 
while available job opportunities in Egypt often provide income that barely covers basic 
living needs, making it impossible to meet educational expenses.	

Second: High School Students	
High school students initially faced challenges similar to those of school students; however, 
the situation became more difficult after their arrival in Egypt due to the critical nature of 
this educational stage. High school students require regular, in-person instruction in 
schools, in addition to private tutoring. Upon arriving in Egypt, they were unable to access 
either option, which forced them to rely on self-study and available online lessons.	

Only in the past year have some private tutoring opportunities become available, yet they 
remain insufficient for most students. The main challenges facing high school students 
include:	

- The need for private tutoring, which is charged per session and is relatively expensive.	

- The requirements of online learning, including suitable devices and fast internet access.	

- High costs of enrollment in Egyptian universities after completing high school, as 
Palestinian students are treated as international students and required to pay tuition fees in 
US dollars.	



- The need to improve English language skills, which requires enrollment in qualified 
language centers that often involve high costs.	

Third: University Students	
Palestinian university students in Egypt are divided into two main groups: those studying 
online with universities in Gaza, and those enrolled in universities within Egypt.	

Students studying online with Gaza-based universities face challenges related to weak 
internet connectivity and the need for suitable electronic devices. In addition, they are 
required to pay tuition fees in Jordanian dinars, which have a high exchange value compared 
to the local currency. This often forces families to borrow money or prevents them from 
registering their children.	

Students enrolled in Egyptian universities, as well as those studying online with Gaza-based 
universities, face shared challenges of a different nature, including:	

- Feeling that they are a financial burden on their families, which pushes them to seek 
employment alongside their studies to reduce expenses.	

- Difficulty balancing academic responsibilities with work, especially under harsh working 
conditions that include long working hours and very low wages that are often insufficient to 
meet basic needs.	

- A strong sense of responsibility among all Palestinian students, without exception, to 
support their families in Gaza, which drives them to search for any available job opportunity 
to assist themselves and their families under current humanitarian and economic 
conditions.	

Conclusion	
These issues represent the most prominent challenges facing Palestinian students in Egypt 
across different educational stages, as observed and experienced firsthand by me. However, 
this overview does not constitute an exhaustive account, as many other challenges continue 
to affect Palestinian students under the current circumstances.	

	
Ali Shahwan
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