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Science4Peace at DESY 
A contribution to the birthday 
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DESY in Hamburg and Zeuthen
 DESY founded on 18. Dec 1959 as a national research center for particle 

physics: “Zweck der Stiftung sind die Errichtung und der Betrieb eines 
Hochenergiebeschleunigers zur Foerderung der physikalischen Grundlagen- 
forschung auf dem Gebiet der Atomkerne und Elementarteilchen und die 
Durchfuehrung der damit zusammenhaengenden Untersuchungen.“ 



H. Jung, Science4Peace at DESY, Science4Peace Forum 18. Dec  2024

Sting: Russians
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StrategicDefenseInitiative - SDI

More Infors here

https://science4peacedesy.de/sdidesy.html
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Laser Weapon

More Infos here

Infos on XEL  
use as weapon

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-trial-on-british-army-vehicle-for-high-powered-laser-weapon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fWdGkb7r1iA
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Laser Weapon - FEL 
 XFEL and Military: 

 https://bib-pubdb1.desy.de/record/470923 

 “today’s X-ray FELs are not usable for direct 
military applications “  
 “However, the science and objectives addressed 
by such major projects may be interesting for some 
military applications (e.g. studying the state of 
matter not present under normal conditions on Earth 
or probing the properties of high-Z materials).” 
  “Later military applications cannot be ruled out.” 
 “FELs in general will play no role for the foreseeable 
future in the development of directed-energy 
weapons (DEWs). 
  

Free Electron Laser Weapon - US Navy Research

https://bib-pubdb1.desy.de/record/470923
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fWdGkb7r1iA
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CERN - Science4Peace
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CERN - Convention
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DESY - Cooperation with GDR
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DESY - Cooperation with Sovietunion
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DESY - Cooperation with Sovietunion
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DESY - Cooperation with Sovietunion

Report in PSOIK in 2004
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Swords to ploughshares

“This project was part of an international agreement to convert Russian military industry into 
peaceful technology. The recycling of stocks of ship artillery into materials for fundamental 
research was also symbolic; instead of being used to destroy, the weapons could actively 
benefit humankind through their contribution to enhance knowledge and technology.”  
Quoted from https://cms.cern/book/export/html/1202

https://cms.cern/book/export/html/1202
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Stop the escalation spiral petition
Stop the Escalation Spiral 

We are physicists, employees and associates in national and international research 
institutions. We are proud of our international contacts and collaborations and we are proud 
to promote scientific collaboration across the world as a driver for peace.  
We condemn the war against Ukraine in the strongest terms and request that this war stops 
immediately. We are disgusted by war crimes, and demand an immediate ceasefire. 
We are shocked by the mentions of a Third World War, and we condemn strongly all nuclear 
threats.  

This escalation spiral has to be stopped now! 
Scientific collaboration with Russian and Belarusian institutions have been suspended in 
many western countries. This includes suspending scientists with Russian and Belarusian 
affiliations from experiments that have been built up together over decades and from other 
common scientific projects, and suspending common publications. Open international 
conferences and workshops cannot be held together anymore. These restrictions are being 
imposed on non-profit, non-military and no-dual-use areas which were built up in the past 
as bridges between nations. The restrictions affect peaceful research in general, and are 
imposed on people not responsible for this war, in violation of good scientific and moral 
practice.  
The sanctions imposed on scientists are counterproductive, they do not put pressure on the 
Russian government, but make communication among scientists difficult and in some 
cases impossible. They often affect colleagues who share our condemnation of the war and 
have endangered their own welfare by expressing their opinions publicly. These sanctions 
will not help to achieve a ceasefire or resolve the conflict. On the contrary, these measures 
will isolate Russian and Belarusian scientists and decouple them from international 
discussions, in science and elsewhere. 

Our scientific research is concentrated on fundamental questions of universal interest. 
Scientific cooperation should remain open across political divides, and not be subordinated 
to political goals.

We call upon the directorates of research institutions, rectors of universities, scientific 
academies, leaders of experimental collaborations, organizers of scientific meetings and 
members of scientific committees to:  

• remove the sanctions against scientists, since science has to be independent of 
political interests and such sanctions are detrimental to communication channels 
that can help achieve a peaceful world; 

• continue to promote non-military and peaceful scientific projects that adhere to the 
ethical principles of science and follow good scientific practice;  

• continue to allow common scientific publications and participation in open 
conferences; 

• maintain scientific cooperation, so as to avoid the useless proliferation of sources of 
tension that escalate the conflict and extend it to the scientific and personal relations 
within the physics community.

We appreciate the complexity of the situation and the pressures acting on scientific 
institutions, but we believe that appropriate balanced and reasonable approaches can be 
pursued by implementing the above points, as reflected in the policies adopted by many 
organizations. 

https://science4peace.com/Petitions/Entries/2022/5/petition-stop-the-escalation-spiral.html

https://science4peace.com/Petitions/Entries/2022/5/petition-stop-the-escalation-spiral.html
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S4P articles against sanctions

https://arxiv.org/abs/2311.02141

https://arxiv.org/abs/2311.02141
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German Science Organizations follow sanctions
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DESY and military research

article in  
Hamburger Morgenpost  
June 2024 

https://www.mopo.de/hamburg/militaerforschung-am-desy-wissenschaftszentrum-will-leitlinie-aendern/
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NotInOurName Petition

Link to petition

https://www.change.org/MilitaryResearchIsNotInOurName
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A Science4Peace Initiative
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Thank you
Many thanks go to J. Bienlein, J. Gayler, J. Olsson, H. Spitzer for providing and helping 

with the material about cooperation between DESY and Sovietunion/Russia 


