Ukraine:

a nuclear physicist
hospitalized with a
severe head injury
after attempt to
forcibly conscript him
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Victim:
Stepan Bilchenko

* Senior Laboratory Assistant of the 2
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National University of Lviv
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and Electron—Phonon Interactions
in [N(C2H5)4]2CoCI2Br2 Crystals”
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* Attended protestant church in Tenecon (pososi: @ ssasor
Lviv, declared conscientious saene e Tkl e

objection and served alternative
nonmilitary service
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Public scandal

 Stepan Bilchenko
was abducted by
military recruiters
and found in the
vicinity of Zhytomyr
with severe head
injuries after an
attempt to forcibly
transport him to a
military unit

Vladyslav Kononov
February 8 at 5:27PM - @

CuTyauis ska cknanace notpebye posronocy i NiATPYMKNU rPOMaACLKOCTI.

Lle mini gpyr CtenaH binbyeHko, My apyknmo binblue 15 pokiB. 3 ANTUHCTBA, KONIUCb XOAWN B
NPOTECTaHTCbKy LepkBy Y JIbBOBI.

Binbuenka CtenaHa bopucosunya, byno B gonpasaeHo npauisHukamun TLK y JIbBoBI, B paioHi
CTpuiAcbkoro puHKy, 6amnsbko 9:00... See more
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199 HaBYaNbHUN LLEHTP
LecaHTHO-WTYpMOBUX BicbK 3C YKpaiHu

Questionable explanations I

07.02.2025 B4nHuna C34 ta sisHanacb y
CBOEMY BYMHKOBI NpeACcTaBHUKAM

* Police claim that he possibly traumatized himself o
trying to escape during compulsory transportation to a 1ron Mopo6acthes 16 O
BignosicTu

military unit.

@ 199 HaBYaNbHUNA LLEHTP

* Military training unit claims that he is AWOL pE Rt
KpaiHu

* Military recruiters claim that their actions were legal ikl DR
because he didn't renew his military registration. CBOE C34 BiH NA1akyBas, ¢

naTBepAXyHO4l MaTeplanun.

* These claims are doubted by many commenters Mt Bioloc et il
among the public and, even if the claims are correct, P —— 0
the horrible fact as it happened highlights cruelty and Rt
lack of human rights compliance in current procedures @ sonia Dronga -
of military registration and conscription prescribed by i
the IaW. 53 xe [lNopobaeTbca BignoeicTu 100

* His father reportedly said that he planned to escape. © ol g
Father is wondering why his son was left on the road e
without medical care. Hexail fipyr PO3NOBICTS PO

camokaniyTteo biryHa

50 xe Mopobaerbcs BignoeicTu 503



Context: systemic human rights violations
related to conscription under martial law

Article 35 of the Constitution of Ukraine requires
replacement of military duty in all forms, that must
cover military registration, to alternative nonmilitary
duty, and therefore alternative nonmilitary registration
for conscientious objectors.

According to international standards of compliance with
Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, non-derogable in time of war according
to Article 4 of the said Covenant, application procedures
for obtaining the status of conscientious objector to
military service should be available to all persons
affected by military service

Human right to conscientious objection to military
service is denied in Ukraine under martial law contrary
to international human rights obligations of the country.

Several conscientious objectors are imprisoned, more
prison sentences pending appeal. Prisoner of
conscience Dmytro Zelinsky filed constitutional
complaint.

Arbitrary detention and deaths in detention.
Inhuman treatment and torture.

90.

Conscientious objection to military service

“We should cut off your genitals so cowards like you can’t reproduce!”

- A Jehovah's Witness repeating to OHCHR what he was told by a

conscription officer when he tried to conscientiously object.

Under the ICCPR, the right of conscientious objection to military service allows no restrictions or derogation.®? The
right to conscientious obijection to military service is also enshrined in the Constitution of Ukraine.®® However,
domestic law in Ukraine unduly restricts this Constitutional right only to some forms of religion or belief, excluding
others, contrary to applicable obligations of equality before the law and non-discrimination under the ICCPR.%

¢ The Government of Ukraine informed OHCHR that it plans to adopt a resolution in 2025 with an exhaustive list of criteria
for defining the ideology of “Russian world”.

1 |CCPR, art. 19; CCPR/C/GC/34, paras. 21 and 34.

°? International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, arts. 18 and 4. See also A/HRC/56 /30 paras. 5-6, citing relevant
decisions of the Human Rights Committee.

%3 The right to object to military service on the basis of religious belief and to perform alternative non-military service is
enshrined in article 35(4) of the Constitution of Ukraine.

4 According to the Government of Ukraine, the process of bringing the Law of Ukraine “On Alternative (Non-Military)
Service” in line with Article 35 of the Constitution is ongoing, and on 4 October 2024, an interdepartmental working group
was created to prepare proposals for legislative amendments to allow for alternative non-military service during martial
law.

Report on the Human Rights Situation in Ukraine, 1 September — 30 November 2024 | 21



Recommendations

* Raising awareness of the case and systemic
problems

* Raising concerns regarding militarist
pressures on the academy

* Anti-conscription manifesto, following
example of Albert Einstein

 Civil mobilization of the academy for
nonviolent resistance to militarism and war

* Research and education efforts for
development of peace studies, culture,
economy, and politics
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